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It describes what happended in the period of the Ri Dynasty with the generation of a king as the
unit in the order of year, month and day.

It consists of 900 books with 1763 volumes.

It is a governmental diary that records comprehensively what happended in different fields
during the whole period of the Ri Dynasty (1392-1910) for each generation of a king in the order

of year, month and day.



Scores of scholars translated it for decades, and the mordern Korean version, complied in 400
volumes, was published in December 1991.

As one of the greatest books in history in the world, it is the Korean people’s most treasured
national cultural heritage, the like of which cannot be found in any other country of the world. It
covers the historical data on not only politics, the economy, culture, military affairs and foreign
relations but also astronomy, meteorology, agronomy, geography, earthquakes, tidal waves and
other natural phenomena; literature, music, fine art and handicraft; custom, morality and
religious belife; and all other fields. The data on politics include those on domestic and foreign
policies, the activities of government organs, the feudalistic status system, foreign relations and
the people’s struggles against the feudal ruling circles—though fragmentary and distorted.
Detailed are the data on agriculture, handicraft, forestry, mining, commerce and other sectors of

the economy.





