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General Secretary Kim Jong Un sends letter to
participants in GFTUK’s Eighth Congress
The respected Comrade Kim Jong Un sent a letter
titled Let the Trade Unions Become Advance Units
That Open Up a New Era of Upsurge in Socialist
Construction in the Vanguard to those attending the
Eighth Congress of the General Federation of Trade
Unions of Korea on Tuesday.
The following is the full text:
Amid the daily soaring revolutionary enthusiasm
and fighting spirit of the working people across the
country, who have turned out in support of the great
fighting programmes put forward by the Eighth
Congress of the Workers’ Party of Korea, the Eighth
Congress of the General Federation of Trade Unions
of Korea has been convened.
This congress is very meaningful in fully
demonstrating the revolutionary character and united
strength of our working class who are rallied firmly
behind the WPK and ensuring that the trade union
members make redoubled efforts in promoting the
all-people advance for a fresh upsurge in socialist
construction.
Convinced that this congress will constitute a
turning point in bringing about innovation and
development in the union’s work in response to the
unanimous desire of the working class and other
trade union members to advance faster towards a
great, new victory of socialism and a new life, I, in
the name of the Party Central Committee, extend
warm congratulations to the congress.
I also extend militant greetings to the working class
and other trade union members who are performing
feats of labour on all fronts of socialist construction
in hearty response to the fighting line and policies of
the new stage advanced by the Party.
There are no trustworthy and proud working
class elsewhere in the world other than ours who
loyally support the Party’s cause by invariably
carrying forward their glorious fighting traditions
and revolutionary spirit though the era has changed
and one generation is being replaced by another
continuously with the passage of time.
During the arduous struggle over the last five
years, all the working class and other trade union
members, cherishing in their hearts the trust of
the Party Central Committee that gave them
the valuable title of the heroic working class of
Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il, rendered an outstanding
contribution to opening up the our-state-first era by
displaying their unexcelled patriotic devotion.
Even in the face of the worst-ever difficulties in
recent years, the country’s national strength and
prestige have been enhanced rapidly and our internal
force for the development and a leap forward of our
revolution has been strengthened remarkably. This
is ascribable to the ennobling loyalty and heroic
struggle of the workers and all other working people
across the country, who have absolutely supported
the Party’s ideas, lines, plans and determinations and
implemented them death-defyingly.
Gaining strength and courage from the image of the
working class who have steadfastly and firmly trusted
our Party only always with one mind and followed it
faithfully, it could decide without hesitation on the
major matters of self-respect in national defence and
unfold in a big way the projects it had aspired to do
for national prosperity and people’s happiness.

Our working class and other trade union members,
cherishing the faith that the Party’s lines and policies are
a truth and science and lead to victory, have set up proud
creations and achieved successes by making painstaking
efforts on the arduous road of pushing forward the two
fronts simultaneously, at the sites of ushering in a golden
age of construction and at the outposts of making our
economy self-supporting and Juche-oriented. These
are invaluable assets which enable us today to advance
towards higher goals and ideals.
After reviewing and analyzing the situation of
the economic work over the last five years in a
comprehensive way, the Eighth Congress of the
WPK set the goals of a new stage aimed at putting the
country’s economy on a track of normal development
by readjusting and reinforcing it.
We must not only create solid foundations for
reactivating the overall national economy and
improving the people’s standard of living during this
five-year plan period but make a great leap forward
every five years. In this way, in the near future
we can definitely guarantee the self-respect and
prosperity of our state and build a powerful socialist
country, in which our people enjoy a cultured and
rich life to their heart’s content. This means that our
socialist construction has developed from the stage
of defending and preserving itself to a new phase of
innovation and transformation, a new era that requires
an extraordinary speed of growth.
The era of a great turn, the era of a fresh great
upsurge, demands that the working class and other
trade union members, the masters of creation and
construction, mindful of the important mission
and duties they have assumed before the times and
revolution, rise up and demonstrate their fighting
efficiency to the maximum.
All the working class and other trade union members,
as their predecessors did in the postwar reconstruction
period and the Chollima days, must make intensive
and devoted efforts at the sites of production and
construction and at the posts of scientific research
and civilization creation, racing against time. Only
then can we bring about great innovations in socialist
construction and turn our people’s ideals and dreams
into reality by the time set by the Party and at the
level desired by it.
Our working class should carry forward in today’s
revolutionary advance the spirit and mettle of their
predecessors in the postwar reconstruction period
and the Chollima days who, filled with extraordinary
revolutionary enthusiasm to advance faster towards
socialism and communism true to the call of the Party
and the leader, rejected passivity and conservatism,
and worked legendary miracles in the history of our
economic construction on the strength of mass heroism.
The central task facing the trade unions at the
present stage is to train the working class and other
trade union members into the working people who
have undergone revolutionary and communist
transformation and who, mindful of the mission and
duties they have assumed before the Party, revolution
and times, work with devotion in the struggle for
achieving a fresh victory of socialism.
The trade unions should orient all types of their
work into training the working class and other trade
union members of our generation into vanguard
fighters possessed of loyalty to the Party, the spirit

of boundless devotion to the country and revolution,
the spirit of organization, fighting efficiency and
united strength, and bring about a radical turn in their
work. In this way, they can demonstrate their fighting
efficiency in the revolutionary advance of a new era.
The first task facing the trade unions is to firmly
prepare the working class and all other trade union
members as possessors of the communist faith who
fight with a conviction in the bright future of our style
of socialism.
Their extraordinary passion and endeavour devoted
to the revolution is an outcome of the conviction in
the justness and future of their cause. Only when
their faith in the victory of socialism and the future is
unshakable can they set bold far-reaching ambitions
and ideals in any adversity and work full of confidence
and optimism.
We are waging an arduous struggle now when
everything is lacking, but the rich and worthwhile
socialist life which everyone will lead without anything
to envy is never something of the distant future.
It is important to give the people a correct
understanding of socialism we plan to build.
The powerful country, the socialist society, we are
aspiring after is a society in which all the people live
a comfortable and harmonious life in good health and
without any worries about food, clothing and housing,
a people-oriented society in which the communist
traits and virtues of all the people sharing pleasure
and sorrow while helping and leading one another
forward are displayed. All the activities of our Party
are oriented and subordinated to bringing this happy
society into reality at an earlier date.
Trade union organizations should explain to the
working class and other trade union members the
sincere mind and will of our Party and the advantages
of our style of socialism in depth so that they can devote
themselves to the accomplishment of the socialist cause
for the happiness of their own and of their posterity.
They should accurately convey to all their members
the Party’s documents which clarify the guidelines for
the building of our style of socialism and the gist of its
ideas and policies presented at each period. In this way,
they can ensure that they are well aware of what the
Party intends to do and what they are supposed to do.
In educating their members about our Party’s
ideas and leadership for the country’s prosperity and
people’s happiness and the validity and vitality of its
policies, they should refer to the miraculous victories
and sea changes achieved in socialist construction so
that the education can be persuasive. By doing so,
they should encourage the working class and other
trade union members to make redoubled efforts with
the conviction in the greatness of our Party and the
conviction that we can get stronger and wealthier
when we follow its instructions.
In particular, they should inform them in detail
of the renewed struggle objectives for socialist
construction advanced by the Party’s Eighth
Congress, the scientific accuracy of their realization
and the on-going gigantic undertakings intended for
the substantial wellbeing of the people, so as to make
all of them visualize the appearance of their country
about to be changed beyond recognition and turn out
as one in the efforts for implementing the decisions of
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the Party congress. What is important is to encourage
our working class and other trade union members to
cherish the Party’s trust in and expectations of them
deeply in mind and shoulder the heaviest burden in
the vanguard of the struggle for a fresh victory in the
revolution.
It is essential to ensure that they learn from the
firm confidence in and optimism about the victory
of socialism, which their predecessors in the days of
postwar reconstruction and great Chollima upsurge
cherished.
Unlike their preceding generations, the working
class and other trade union members of these days
have not experienced the fierce war nor the arduous
struggle of building the country from scratch.
Our working class of those days built a socialist
industrial state from nothing under difficult
circumstances as they were convinced that they could
surely create a new life because they were led by
Comrade Kim Il Sung and that victory and happiness
was in store for them when they follow only the road
indicated by him.
It is important to clearly inform the working class
and other trade union members of the proud history of
building our style of socialism which their forerunners
pioneered at the cost of their sweat and blood, and
thus ensure that the contemporary working class
stoutly inherit the faith of the preceding generations,
prototypes of loyalty to the Party and the leader, as
their ideological lifeline, not as something they learn
from textbooks.
It is necessary to encourage them to give play to the
communist traits and noble virtues of unhesitatingly
sacrificing themselves for the sake of society, the
collective and fellow people in today’s advance,
holding higher the slogan “One for all, all for one!”
which was held in the Chollima era, and find the
value and worth of genuine life in contributing to
the country’s prosperity and people’s happiness with
their creative work.
The second task facing the trade unions is to firmly
prepare the working class and other trade union
members to be vanguard fighters of self-reliance and
standard-bearers of creation who creditably play their
role as the country’s “eldest sons” and advance unit in
implementing the five-year plan set forth by the Party.
The campaign for implementing the new fiveyear plan is a very crucial and responsible struggle
for providing a jumping board for a leap forward in
the efforts for the future development of our state
and sustained improvement of the people’s living
standards, and the era of great upsurge is created by
the millions of the working people who rise up with a
firm confidence in their strength.
Trade union organizations should bring home to the
working class and other trade union members the truth
that the process of implementing the five-year plan is a
sweeping revolution in building up the self-sufficient
socialist economy and the future development of the
Juche-based industry can be achieved only in our
own way and by our own strength.
They should encourage them to resolutely reject
proclivity to import and reliance on others and firmly
maintain the principle of producing everything
needed for economic construction and people’s living
with our own raw and other materials, through our
own efforts and by our own technology. They should
ensure that the implementation of the five-year plan
is reviewed with the useful and valuable creations of
self-reliance that can proudly be called things of our
own making.
Trade union organizations on the economic front
should see to it that the fighting spirit in the periods
of postwar reconstruction and great Chollima
upsurge, when the production of major industrial
goods increased many times over in a short span of
time amid the shortage of everything and thereby
skipping a few centuries which had taken others to do
so, is highly displayed in the current general onward
march.
Mindful of their heavy responsibility they have
assumed for the coming 100 years for the state, the
working class and other trade union members in the
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sectors of metallurgical and chemical industries, which
are buttresses of our economy, should make decisive
breakthroughs in putting their industries on the Juche
basis just as their preceding generations were the first to
hold the banner of the Chollima movement.
It is necessary to proactively inspire the working
class and other trade union members in the key
industries including power generation, coal and
ore mining, machine building, and rail transport to
carry out the Party’s strategy of readjustment and
reinforcement exactly so as to hit the targets of the
five-year plan ahead of schedule while laying strong
foundations for regularized production.
Trade union organizations in the construction
sector should propel the working class and other
trade union members to build a larger number of
people’s ideal streets and villages in which the Jucheoriented aesthetic idea is embodied, based on ourstyle designs and our own materials. And those in
the light-industry sector, one of the two major fronts
of revolution, should encourage the masses to regard
tapping locally-available raw and other material
resources and recycling as a crucial task and produce
essential consumer goods in such a way that they are
favoured by the people.
The working class and other trade union members in
the munitions industry, by exerting themselves again
in the indomitable spirit which they displayed while
blazing the trail in developing our style of cuttingedge weapons, should make a proactive contribution
to raising our defence industry onto a new, higher
stage of development.
A shortcut to the implementation of the new fiveyear plan should be opened on the strength of science
and technology.
Trade union organizations in the sector of science and
technology should encourage scientists and technicians
to cherish their weighty mission and honour as guides
of self-reliance and pioneers in building a prosperous
country, and exert themselves to the maximum in the
struggle to put the national economy on a Juche-oriented,
modern and scientific basis.
Innovation in the economic sector, in the true
sense of the word, is possible only when the
producer masses become the masters of science and
technology. Trade union organizations should ensure
that all their members take part in the efforts for
presenting inventions, technical innovations and new
creative ideas, and are respected as worker inventors
and treasures of their factories, who make valuable
contributions to modernizing production lines and
increasing labour effectiveness.
Trade union organizations should thoroughly
implement the Party’s policy of making all the people
well-versed in science and technology and establish a
climate of studying to prepare the working class and
other trade union members to be intelligent workers
armed with modern science and technology.
They should see to it that all their members study
hard regarding the sci-tech dissemination area as a
college campus in their working places, so as to raise
their level of technological knowledge and become
well-informed of the world trend of development.
In heightening the enthusiasm for patriotism and
struggle of all the people through the creation of
civilization of our style, the trade union organizations
on the cultural front including education, public health
and art and literature have a very big role to play.
They should encourage their members on this
front to make active contributions to raising the
revolutionary enthusiasm and fighting spirit of our
people with their devoted efforts in the era of ourstate-first principle.
The trade union members in the field of education
and public health should devote their pure conscience
and tireless efforts to developing education and public
health, the images of our socialist system.
Those in the field of art and literature should
thoroughly implement the Party’s idea and policy
of art and literature and create a large number of
masterpieces that suit the emotional and aesthetic
feelings of our people to enrich the cultural treasure
house of the era of the Workers’ Party.
Trade union organizations should give full play
to the might of mass heroism and collectivism on

all fronts of socialist construction by organizing and
conducting mass movements briskly.
The trade unions should make the working sites
seethe with creation of new standards and records
and continue to stoke the atmosphere of collective
emulation drive to learn from others and overtake
them by effectively conducting mass movements
including the socialist emulation drive among fields,
units, workshops and workteams, the movement to
create model lathes following the example of Lathe
No. 26 and the mass technical innovation drive.
They should make the atmosphere, in which
shifts, workteams and factories share experiences
and advance shoulder to shoulder while helping one
another, become commonplace and life itself in the
process of the socialist emulation drive.
They should turn the entire process of mass
movements into that of ideological mobilization and
motivation aimed at stimulating enthusiasm and a
sense of competition among the masses, by setting
their proper goals and stages, fairly and correctly
grasping and reviewing their attainment and giving
due appraisal.
They should implant in the hearts of the working
class and other trade union members the feeling
of attachment to labour and to their jobs and
workplaces.
Love of labour is immediately love of one’s country
and a conviction in the future.
Trade union organizations should educate the
working class and other trade union members to bear
deep in mind that our dream of building a powerful
country can come true and they can carve out a brighter
future only when they devote their sincere sweats and
efforts regarding labour as the most honourable.
In our society, where all the people are its masters,
there cannot be any discrimination among jobs, and
each and every one of them is a revolutionary and
patriotic post which is indispensable and must be
defended for the country and for themselves.
Trade union organizations, through steady education
aimed at making the working class and other trade union
members feel attached to their factories and jobs, should
lead them to regard their factories and workplaces as an
inseparable part of their life and work hard to achieve
happiness for themselves and their offspring and
contribute to the development of the country.
They should give wide publicity to the technicians
and skilled workers who have kept working
conscientiously at their jobs for several decades,
commend them appropriately, and make sure that the
phenomena of discriminating jobs are not revealed
among their members.
The third task facing the trade unions is to prepare
the working class and other trade union members as
socialist civilization incarnate, who are possessed of
ennobling moral traits and high cultural attainment.
Trade union organizations should encourage the
working class to become role models in society in
terms of the moral and cultural aspects as well as the
revolutionary character and militant temperament
in conformity with the Party’s intention to build a
communist society by dint of morality and culture of
the working class.
They should ensure that the working class and other
trade union members embody the communist view on
morality and establish a sound, revolutionary moral
climate of the era of struggle, the era of continuous
advance and leap forward. They should always show
their concern on leading their members to observe
the rules of etiquette, public decency and social
order voluntarily and demonstrate the traits befitting
the working class in their attire and other aspects of
outward appearances. They should also see to it that
the working class and other trade union members
give full play to the communist traits of helping and
leading one another forward by devoting their all
unsparingly for the sake of society, the collective and
comrades, thus promoting harmony of the collective
and achieving a genuine comradely unity.
In particular, a great effort must be directed to
encouraging them to emulate the ennobling spiritual
world of the people in the era of Chollima. Putting
SEE PAGE 3
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before themselves the question, “The era of Chollima
and me?” all of them should be encouraged to live
and work to feel no remorse, always thinking about
what they have done for the good of their comrades
and collectives, whether they have ever caused
inconveniences to them for their own sake and
what they will do for their comrades and for the
strengthening of the might of their collectives.
Trade union organizations should briskly organize
education through artistic and literary works and
various political and cultural activities among their
members, so as to heighten their political and cultural
standards and creative enthusiasm. They should
ensure that all their members not only do their work in
an effective and responsible way but also read many
books, be prepared to make motivational speeches
full of vigour of the working class in front of others
and take active part in the artistic and sports activities.
Various cultural and sports activities including mass
cultural and artistic activities and mass sports games
should be organized on a regular basis, so that all the
theatres of great upsurge, which are seething with
socialist construction, overflow with optimism and
emotion, militant spirit and delight of the working
class and the whole society is vibrant with a bright
and cheerful atmosphere all the time.
Trade union organizations should ensure that
the working class and other trade union members
efficiently conduct the work of establishing a cultured
way of production and life and taking loving care
of their equipment. By doing so, they can make it
their habit to lay out the inside and outside of their
workplaces as they would do their own houses, keep
them in a neat and cultured way and maintain their
machines as dearly as they would do their own skin.
They should make sure that the working class and
other trade union members intensify the struggle against
anti-socialist and non-socialist practices which threaten
our ideology, system, morality and culture.
It is only when the working class, who have a
strong sense of principle and hate injustice more
than anybody else, stand in the vanguard of the
struggle against all kinds of negative practices that
the original features of our style of socialism can be
consolidated and the work of transforming the whole
society on revolutionary and communist lines further
accelerated.
They should bring home to them the truth that the
struggle against the anti-socialist and non-socialist
practices is a do-or-die battle to defend the workingclass purity and lifeline of our style of socialism. This
is in order to rouse all of them to the intensive cleanup operation against such practices. It is important to
well inform them of the forms of expression, danger
and harmful effects of these practices and incessantly
awaken them to leave no room in their minds for even
a smallest non-working class element to infiltrate,
and lead them not to ignore such practices which
are manifested in their surroundings but wage an
uncompromising struggle against them and resolutely
smash them.
Trade union organizations should constantly pay
close attention to the work and life of their members
and take strict measures for their education in advance
to prevent the slightest alien tendency. They should
not regard the practices of gnawing away at the
interests of their units and collectives on the plea of
the difficult living conditions as something tolerable,
but strongly combat such practices to overcome
them.
The trade union organizations in units of exceptional
character in their work should further intensify
education and control of their members so that they
can observe the socialist principles more willingly. In
this way they can never allow the unsound practices
to sprout even in the slightest degree among their
members.
The working class and other trade union members
should perform with credit the vanguard role in the
new grand revolutionary march by heightening their
revolutionary spirit, sense of organization, might of
unity and fighting efficiency. To this end, a radical
turn is needed in the work of the trade unions.

The trade unions have failed so far to display their
original features as mass political organizations of the
working class and merely maintained the status quo
without vigour. It is because they have failed to properly
conduct the work of strengthening themselves.
They should carry out in a responsible manner
their tasks as organizations in charge of ideological
education as required by the times and the developing
reality so as to fully discharge their duties in the
struggle for ushering in a new era of fresh upsurge in
socialist construction.
They should launch a vigorous ideological
campaign, regarding it as their priority task to imbue
themselves with the Party’s revolutionary ideology.
Trade union organizations should regularly and
effectively operate the system of education, including
study sessions and public lectures, and step up the
five-point education in an offensive way in various
forms and by various methods with the main emphasis
put on education in the revolutionary traditions and
loyalty. They should apply various methods and
means of education including meetings with labour
innovators of the preceding generations, lectures
by the itinerary trade union lecturers, trade union
publications, radio programmes and multimedia
presentations, and continue to uncover and actively
employ other highly effective forms and methods
of education. They should spruce up the rooms of
culture and information as befits bases of ideological
education, furnish them with necessary educational
aids and run them in a well-planned way.
There are neither designated areas nor hard and
fast rules or stereotypes for ideological education. It
should be done on the way to and back from work,
before getting to work and during the break and in
such a diverse and effective way that it can touch
the heartstrings of the masses. Then, the whole
course of labour and life will become a process of
bringing the Party’s policies home to them. They
should correct such deviations as resting content with
conveying the educational materials from the higher
organizations to lower ones or filling up numbers in
ideological education work, and direct their efforts to
informing their members of what they want to know
by associating it with the present reality, thus turning
the whole process of education into genuine political
work that moves their feelings and hearts.
They should make exacting demands on their
members to value their organizations and strictly
observe the organizational discipline.
By imbuing their members with a correct viewpoint
on the organization, they should ensure that all
of them respect the dignity of their organizations
and regard it as not only an obligation but also a
matter of conscience and pride to work and live by
relying on them. They should discover, develop and
give prominence to the buds of positive examples
noticeable among their members, and should guide
and care for them lest they take a wrong step in
their life. Then, they will be very grateful to their
organizations and keenly impressed by their value.
It is important to regularize and standardize the
organizational life.
Trade union organizations should regard it as an
iron rule to conduct the organizational life review
sessions, regular general membership meetings, giving
assignments and reviewing their implementation on
the set dates without fail. They should ensure that the
political and ideological level of the organizational
life review sessions is improved, criticism and selfcriticism are intensified and the course of fulfilling
their assignments contributes to elevating the
members’ political consciousness and carrying out
their revolutionary tasks.
Mindful of the fact that even a step of concession
or compromise in arranging and guiding the
organizational life of their members can be the starting
point of their politico-ideological degeneration, trade
union organizations should steadily raise the level of
their revolutionary training through the organizational
life. In particular, they should intensify organizational
control over the members who live or work separated
from their organizations, including those who have
been seconded to construction, those who work away
from their units and those whose work involves many
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trips, so that they are not left outside the organizational
life. They should solve without delay the problem
of those who are divorced from them or have not
registered with them, and make sure that not a single
member lives at their will outside the system of the
organizational life.
The main link in the whole chain of efforts for
improving and strengthening trade union work is to
enhance the role of its primary organizations.
As a firm-rooted tree can stand unperturbed in the
face of any storm, so trade union work can become
effective only when its primary organizations, which
can be likened to the roots of the trade unions, play
their role properly.
For the primary organizations and the trade unions
as a whole to be strengthened, all the primary officials
should be prepared as versatile persons possessed of
practical abilities, and the hard core of the unions.
The primary officials of the trade unions should
be well-qualified so that they can explain to their
members the essence of the Party’s ideas, lines and
policies efficiently, be well-versed in their jobs and
well-acquainted with the practical work of their
organizations. By learning from the Party’s method
of working among the masses and approaching their
members with sincerity, they should become political
workers whom they follow and respect from the
bottom of their hearts.
It is necessary to arrange in a planned way and
execute in an effective way various types of work
including a workshop and presentation of experiences
aimed at improving their qualifications. Officials
in higher echelons should go down among the
primary organizations regularly, guiding meetings,
personally executing the operation of study rooms
for chairpersons of primary units, and teaching them
the methods of preparing reports to meeting and
action plans. By doing so, they can improve their
qualifications.
The trade unions should effectively organize and
wage a campaign for winning the title of Model
Organization of Loyalty, so as to steadily increase the
ranks of Model Primary Trade Union Committees of
Loyalty and Model Primary Trade Union Units of
Loyalty.
It should regard it as an important task to put
forward the units which are associated with the
leadership achievements of the Party as models in the
work of winning the title of the Model Organization
of Loyalty and to generalize their experiences, and
conduct this work in the direction of fanning the
enthusiasm for winning the title.
It should form its primary organizations on a
rational basis, and take measures for establishing a
well-knit system of controlling and guiding these
organizations.
It should examine the organizational structures of its
primary organizations in an overall way and correct
mistakes in time so that the members do not feel
difficulties in their organizational life and production
activities.
It should also put its efforts to establishing a double
organizational life guidance system so as to ensure
that the work of conveying the Party’s policies is
not delayed and the directives and assignments
of its higher organizations reach their subordinate
organizations in time.
It should establish throughout itself a revolutionary
style of work that brims over with the mettle of the
working class.
All its officials should always engage in their work
actively with the working-class courage, fortitude,
determination and fighting spirit, get rid of defeatism
and self-preservation, and push ahead with their work
in a creative and enterprising manner.
They should apply in their work the sincere style
of work of always studying how to innovate the
organization’s work in keeping with the requirements
of the reality that demands development and
innovation and the working-class temperament
and mettle of carrying any undertaking through to
completion once they are determined to do it, so that
the whole union seethes with the work of carrying out
SEE PAGE 4
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CONGRESS

General Federation of Trade Unions of Korea holds
Eighth Congress in Pyongyang

The Eighth Congress of the General Federation of Trade Unions of Korea takes place in Pyongyang on May 25-26.

The Eighth Congress of the
General Federation of Trade
Unions of Korea (GFTUK) was
held in Pyongyang on May 25
and 26.
The congress comprehensively
analysed and reviewed the trade
union work during the period
under review and discussed the
tasks and practical ways for fully
demonstrating the cohesion
of the heroic Korean working
class and militant might of the
trade unions in carrying out the

decisions made at the Eighth
Congress of the Workers’ Party
of Korea and the Second Plenary
Meeting of the Eighth Central
Committee of the WPK.
The congress was attended by
the delegates elected by the trade
union organizations at all levels.
Present there as observers were
officials of Party, administrative
and armed forces organs.
The platform was taken by
Ri Il Hwan, member of the
Political Bureau and secretary
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the ideas and lines of the Party and pulsate with the
spirit of innovation and advance.
With fervent comradeship and human feeling, they
should take care of the trade union members in their
work and life as their own elder brothers or sisters
would do.
They should be efficient in the work of sincerely
taking care of and helping those who work with
devotion for the sake of the country and fellow
people, including those who always work hard at
production sites keeping back the difficulties in their
life and mental agony and without caring for their own
household affairs and those who have been seconded
to the major construction sites for a long time.
They should ensure that the working class and other
trade union members achieve unity in thinking and
behaviour for their collectives and comrades and are
close-knit by bonds of human feeling so that they can
create miraculous feats through a collective strength
in implementing the Party’s policies.

of the Central Committee of the
WPK, members of the executive
committee of the Central
Committee of the GFTUK,
chairpersons of the provincial
trade union committees, officials
doing the trade union work in the
armed forces organs, exemplary
senior and junior TU officials
and other relevant officials.
As the congress was declared
open, the national anthem was
played.
At the congress Ri Il Hwan

read out the important letter
Let the Trade Unions Become
Advance Units That Open up a
New Era of Upsurge in Socialist
Construction in the Vanguard
sent by Kim Jong Un, general
secretary of the Workers’ Party
of Korea and president of the
State Affairs of the DPRK, to
the participants in the congress.
The respected Comrade
Kim Jong Un in the letter
extended warm congratulations
to the congress in the name of

Party organizations at all levels should give importance
to and actively support the trade union work.
Only when they give Party-oriented assistance to
the trade union work and lead it properly, can trade
union organizations play their roles to the full and
advance in a vigorous manner.
Mindful of the fact that their indifference to
the trade union work will result in weakening the
organizing abilities and fighting efficiency of trade
union organizations, they should give a correct
policy-oriented guidance to the work.
It is important for them to build up the ranks of
trade union officials.
They should build up the ranks with people who are
loyal to the Party and staunch in their revolutionary
faith, enterprising people who have been trained in
field labour, and people who are prepared politically
and practically and are popular among the masses.
They should provide trade union officials with
proper conditions so that they can work according
to their terms of reference, and put them forward
and throw their weight behind them so that they can

the Party Central Committee,
expressing his conviction that
this congress would mark a
turning point in bringing about
innovation and development in
the union’s work in response
to the unanimous desire of the
working class and other trade
union members to advance faster
towards a great, new victory of
socialism and a new life.
During the arduous struggle
SEE PAGE 5

do their work with a sense of honour. They should
ensure that such deviations as seconding trade union
officials to other work or assigning public work to
trade union organizations and thus hampering trade
union work are eliminated.
They should do away with the tendency of ignoring
trade union organizations and shouldering their work
over themselves, place trust in the organizations and
members, and give important tasks and wide publicity
to them, so as to enhance their sense of independence
and creativity.
In today’s advance for opening up an era of fresh
upsurge in socialist construction, our Party places
great trust in the revolutionary character and combat
efficiency of the working class and other trade union
members who are loyal to the Party’s leadership and
have inherited the traditions of heroic struggle.
I am convinced that the whole working class and
all other trade union members will advance more
courageously, bringing about great transformations
on all fronts of socialist construction through a
vigorous struggle for creation and construction.
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Ri Il Hwan, secretary of the Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea, reads out the letter General Secretary Kim Jong Un sent to the participants in the
Eighth Congress of the GFTUK as they appreciate it.

Congress:
GFTUK
meets for 8th congress
FROM PAGE 4

over the last five years, he said,
the entire working class and
other trade union members,
cherishing in their hearts the trust
of the Party Central Committee
that gave them the valuable title
of the heroic working class of
Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il,
rendered
an
outstanding
contribution to opening up the
our-state-first era by displaying
their great patriotic devotion.
Referring to the fact that the
Eighth Congress of the WPK
set the goals of a new stage
aimed at putting the country’s
economy on a track of normal
development by readjusting and
reinforcing it, he set forth the
tasks and ways facing the trade
unions at the present stage.
Pak In Chol, chairman of
the Central Committee of the
GFTUK, delivered a report on
the first agenda item “Review
of the work of the Central

Committee of the GFTUK”.
He said that the trade unions
are facing the honourable
revolutionary task of fulfilling
their responsibility and duty as
the dependable supporter and
defender of the Party in the
general advance for opening a
new wide avenue of socialist
construction, in hearty response
to the great fighting programme
set forth by the Eighth Congress
of the WPK and the Second
Plenary Meeting of the Eighth
Central Committee of the
WPK.
Saying that in order to fully
discharge the mission and duty
it assumes before the times and
revolution as required by the
period of a new upsurge and
great change in the revolution,
it is important for the GFTUK
to boldly acknowledge the
mistakes that happened in its
work and take practical measures
to eliminate them, he analysed
and reviewed the mistakes that
occurred in its work during the
period under review and their
causes by citing examples.

He stressed the need to reinforce
the primary organizations of
the trade unions, the key link
of the whole chain in the work
for and strengthening the trade
union work, and enhance their
functions and role.
He called for performing
miracles and feats in bringing
about a new great revolutionary
upswing through active mass
movements in line with the
intention of the Party and the
requirements of the developing
reality.
Speeches were made on the
first agenda item.
The congress heard a report
on the second agenda item
“Review of the work of the
Central Inspection Commission
of the GFTUK”, which was
followed by speeches. A
resolution was adopted with
unanimous approval.
The congress discussed the
third agenda item “On revising
the rules of the GFTUK”.
A report was delivered on
revising the rules of the GFTUK
that had been modified and

supplemented as required by
the developing revolution and
on the principle of building the
trade unions, and a resolution
was adopted with the unanimous
approval of the delegates.
The congress discussed the
fourth agenda item “On election
of the central leadership body of
the GFTUK”.
First, it elected the Central
Committee of the GFTUK.
All the nominees were elected
members and alternate members
of the Central Committee of the
GFTUK with the unanimous
approval of the delegates.
Then there was the first
plenary meeting of the Eighth
Central Committee of the
GFTUK.
Ri Il Hwan announced the
results of the plenary meeting.
The Executive Committee of
the Central Committee of the
GFTUK was elected.
Pak In Chol was elected
chairman of the Central
Committee of the GFTUK and
Kang Chol Man, Pong Won Ik,
Pak Yang Thae, Kim Song Ho

and Choe Su Dong were elected
vice-chairmen.
The Organizing Commission
of the Central Committee of the
GFTUK was formed.
The
chairman,
vicechairpersons and members of the
Central Inspection Commission
of the GFTUK were elected.
Department directors of the
Central Committee of the GFTUK
and the editor-in-chief of the organ
of the Central Committee of the
GFTUK were appointed.
The congress elected the
committee for drafting the
resolution of the congress with
newly-elected members of
the eighth central leadership
body of the GFTUK, and the
committee
comprehensively
examined the draft resolution
on the first agenda item.
A resolution on the first
agenda item which had been
supplemented with creative
and constructive opinions of
the delegates was adopted with
unanimous approval.
KCNA

The congress reviews the work of the GFTUK Central Committee during the period under review, revises its rules, elects its new central leadership body and
adopts a resolution.
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LEAD

Self-reliance strengthened to
develop economy, science

The
DPRK
is
now
strengthening independence and
Juche character in developing
science and technology and the
economy.
The efforts are based on
the outlook on independent
scientific development and
the outlook on independent
economic development.
The outlook on independent
scientific
development
is
a viewpoint and attitude to
achieve scientific research
results which can be called one’s
own in the real sense of the
word and to promote technical
development through the search,
development
and
creation
using one’s own head from the
standpoint of Juche. The outlook
on
independent
economic
development is a viewpoint
and attitude to make economic
progress with one’s own efforts
on the basis of one’s scientific
research findings and technical
development, unaffected by any
external factors.
These outlooks are organically
coordinated.
Sci-tech development is of
significance itself, but its greater
significance lies in laying the
foundation of the independent
economy and promoting stable
and sustainable economic

Nationwide
Many young people carry
out plans in H1, if not yearly
According to information
available, over 3 700 young men
and women across the country
implemented their national
economic plans for the year or
the first half of the year ahead of
schedule as of mid-May.
At the Chonsong Youth Coal
Mine under the Sunchon Area
Youth Coal Mining Complex
more than 130 young coal
miners hit their annual targets
by tunnelling two to three times
more than before every day.
Since a worker fulfilled her
yearly plan in April for the first
time, several others followed
suit at Workshop No. 2 of the
Pyongyang Kim Jong Suk Silk
Mill and the number of young
labour innovators increased at
the Huichon Silk Mill, Sinuiju
Textile Mill, Kusong Garment
Factory and other units. Over
3 000 young people implemented
their first half-yearly plans.
Kimchi factory
Hamhung

built

in

The
Hamhung
Kimchi
Factory has been inaugurated

development.
It is the essential demand of
the age of the knowledge-based
economy in which science
and technology are tightly
integrated with production and
that of the present times when
sci-tech development just leads
to production and economic
development.
Then, has this demand been
recognized and arisen today?
Even when there existed the
Council for Mutual Economic
Aid of socialist countries in the
past, the DPRK did not try to
make an economic leap in an
easy way.
It was the DPRK’s viewpoint
on economic construction: You
should not jump up at a go,
gripped by impatience; when
you go up a high building, you
should go upstairs one by one
with your own feet; but you will
fall if you try to go up at once by
riding piggyback on others. And
it was the attitude of the DPRK
on economic construction: You
can get through any difficulties
and you will not be shackled to
others when you believe in your
own strength and rely on it.
That’s why the DPRK held
aloft the banner of self-reliance
and the line of building an
independent national economy

and has steadily followed the
path.
Today, self-reliance serves as
the motive power that enables
it to press on with economic
construction while tiding over
all difficulties and ordeals.
If there has been any change,
it is that the significance of
science and technology has been
brought into bolder relief.
The independence of the
economy presupposes the
independent development of
science and technology.
The reality, in which cuttingedge sci-tech achievements
that were unimaginable in
the past are made, shows the
correctness of the outlook on
the independent development of
science and technology.
The
independence
of
science and technology results
in the solidity of economic
independence.
At present, the DPRK pushes
ahead with the consolidation
of the foundations of its
independent
economy
on
the strength of science and
technology in order to put it on
a track where it is run smoothly,
unaffected by any external
influence.

in South Hamgyong Province.
Its production processes are
germ- and dust-free and will
produce different kinds of
kimchi including whole bok
choy kimchi and cubed radish
kimchi in an industrial way.

out to perform the spring land
management properly.
The City of Samjiyon and
several counties carried out
the dredging of rivers, earth
filling to raise the ground level,
repair of river banks and river
improvement.

Millions of trees planted in
Mt Paektu area
Builders who are engaged in
the second-stage construction
project of the City of Samjiyon
have planted millions of trees
including Picea Koraiensis,
Korea larch and white birch
in the Mt Paektu area this year
after securing saplings that suit
the climatic and soil conditions
of the alpine area and enough
quality humus.
They are now making proper
preparations for landscaping
and creating lawns in the areas
of dwelling houses and public
buildings to be completed in
the future.
Spring land management
pushed in North Hwanghae,
Ryanggang provinces
North Hwanghae Province
pushed ahead with a spring
land management drive on
a mass scale to plant over
20 million trees, technically
upgrade dozens of kilometres
of roads and dredge the rivers
by removing well over a million
cubic metres of mud and other
unwanted materials.
The entire population of
Ryanggang Province turned

Kim Un Sok

Foundations consolidated in
fishery sector
The fishery sector is directing
efforts
to
consolidating
its material and technical
foundations.
The
Chongjin
Fishery
Station fulfilled this year’s
plan for building fishing
boats and the Chongjin Netweaving Factory has made
achievements in carrying out
its second quarterly plan after
finishing its first quarterly
plan for shipbuilding.
The Nampho and Thongchon
fishery stations and other units
built fishing boats and the
Hungnam ship parts factory and
several other units are taking
measures for the production of
parts for fishing vessels.
The Academy of Fishery
Science under the Ministry of
Fisheries is building a ship for
the survey of marine resources
and research into seafood
culture.
And projects are underway
to equip fishing boats with
modern fish detectors and
modernize fishery stations.
THE PYONGYANG TIMES
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Premier Kim makes
survey trips

Premier Kim Tok Hun (centre) on his survey trip to the
Hwanghae Iron and Steel Complex.

Premier Kim Tok Hun, who is
member of the Presidium of the
Political Bureau of the Central
Committee of the Workers’ Party
of Korea, inspected different
sectors of the national economy.
Looking round the Hwanghae
Iron and Steel Complex and
the Chollima Steel Complex,
Kim called for boosting the
production of iron and steel
needed for the building of
10 000 flats in Pyongyang and
modernization of the railways.
He said they should carry
out without fail the national
economic plan for this year,
which is of key importance in
implementing the decisions
of the Eighth Congress of the
WPK, by further increasing
production, while directing
efforts to technically updating the
existing production processes,
expanding
the
production
capacity and reducing material
consumption. He also urged the
relevant fields to take proper
measures for the supply of raw
and other materials.
At the Taean Heavy Machine
Complex, he took measures
to speed up the production
of custom-built equipment
urgently needed in different
fields of the national economy
by working out a scientific

and feasible management and
business strategy and enhancing
the responsibility and role
of technicians and skilled
workers.
At the production sites of the
Yongyu and Jungsan mines, he
stressed the need to properly
choose mining fields, increase
the mineral production and
steadily increase the rate of
actual extraction in concentrates
by further perfecting the
flotation process scientifically.
The
field
consultative
meetings discussed measures
to thoroughly carry out the
first-year tasks of the new
five-year plan as scheduled
by scrupulously organizing
the economic operation and
command and scientific and
technological issues arising
in increasing the production
on the principle of using
locally available raw and other
materials.
The Premier also acquainted
himself with the work of
the Taean Friendship Glass
Factory and several farms
in Phyongwon and Taedong
counties and discussed the
measures for resolving their
urgent problems.
KCNA

Triplets leave

Ri Ok Son (third from left), who gave birth to triplets as the 513th
of their kind at the Pyongyang Maternity Hospital, and relatives
bid farewell to medical workers before leaving the hospital
on May 24. Each of the triplets weighed 1.75, 1.85 and 1.38
kilograms respectively upon delivery, but they now weigh all up
to over 4kg.
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Bid for constitutional reform
gets pronounced

R

ecently, Japanese Prime
Minister Suga expressed
his willingness to push
forward the constitutional
revision as a major task in a
video message sent to a group
promoting the constitutional
amendments, saying some parts
of the current constitution that
are not suitable for the times and
dissatisfying should be revised.
Meanwhile, former Prime
Minister Abe said that everyone
should think about how to revise
the constitution, and called for
opening up a new era.
It is not so hard to guess what

AU

M

they really meant by saying “the
parts not suitable for the times”
and “opening up a new era’’.
Japan is ineligible to exercise
the right to collective self-defence
or have the right of belligerency
in accordance with paragraph
1 of article 9 of the current
constitution that stipulates its
eternal renouncement of armed
action as a means of settling
international
disputes
and
paragraph 2 specifying the ban on
its possession of combat power.
Nevertheless, it has reduced
the regulations to a mere scrap of
paper one by one for a long time.

It expanded the Self-Defence
Forces’ scope of activity which
had been restricted to the
archipelago to the whole world
as it adopted the new law on
support for international peace
and the security-related law
which comprises the “bill on
readjustment of the peace and
security law” which revised the
existing laws prescribing the
SDF’s scope of activity.
However, Asian countries
expressed serious concerns and
strong oppositions whenever
Japan sent SDF troops overseas
and even the lawfulness of the

dispatch has been questioned
within the country.
Therefore, Japan decided
to get rid of the troubles by
amending the constitution
itself. The main purpose of the
bid is to specify the status of the
SDF in the constitution so as to
guarantee its use of armed force
abroad constitutionally.
So far, Japan has shown off
as a “pacifist state” holding
the current constitution as a
signboard. Now it is eager
to throw away the deceptive
signboard and emerge itself as a
war-capable state in front of the
global community.
Analysts say that the
arguments for constitutional
amendments getting more
heated in Japan suggest it may
turn into a horrible aggressor
nation in the near future.
By Om Ryong PT

African nations work together towards
security and development

ay 25 is the Day of
Africa.
It commemorates
the founding of the Organization
of African Unity, the predecessor
of the African Union, 58 years
ago.
At that time, the continent was
seething with the movement
to terminate the imperialists’
colonial rule and achieve
freedom and independence. In
1960 alone, over a dozen African
countries declared independence
including Senegal, Nigeria,
Gabon and Central Africa.
Leaders of the independent
African countries met in
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, on
May 25 1963 and signed

the OAU charter with the
aim of promoting unity and
cohesion among the countries
in the continent, defending
sovereignty,
territorial
integrity and independence
and developing cooperative
relations in all fields including
politics, the economy and
culture. Since then, African
people have turned out for
national liberation struggle in
colonial countries and for the
building of a new society with
united efforts.
At the dawn of the 21st
century, the Organization of
African Unity changed its
name into the African Union
to meet the requirements of the

developing reality.
At present, the African Union
is comprised of 55 member
nations and has a well-organized
system with the summit meeting,
executive council, committee
of permanent representatives,
commission, peace and security
council, pan-African parliament
and others as its affiliated
organizations.
It strives to improve unity and
cooperation between member
nations and promote lasting
peace and socio-economic
development in the region.
Most recently, Zambia and
Angola signed an agreement
on building a pipeline between
them and Egypt and Uganda

agreed to share information in
the fight against terrorism.
The Commission of African
Union issued a statement early
this year, in which it called on
member nations and economic
organizations to work hard
to encourage sustainable and
comprehensive development of
infrastructure, saying that the
spread of the world pandemic
exposed the backwardness in
infrastructure including energy
problem in the continent.
Considerable efforts are
also being directed to actively
running the African Continental
Free Trade Area.
By Song Jong Ho PT

RECYCLING

Reuse of waste gains steady momentum

A

ccording to information
available, about 2.1
billion tons of rubbish is
being thrown away worldwide
every year. Nearly half of them
is generated in the process of
construction and used tyres
alone amount to about one
billion tons.
Eleven million tons of plastic
waste is annually discharged
into the sea and the plastic
particles lying on the sea bottom
presently is estimated at about
14 million tons.
Experts calculate that 600
million tons of plastic waste will
annually find its way to the sea
after 20 years and that scrapped
electronic products including
mobile phones and computers
will amount to 120 million tons
a year by 2050.
The problem is that most
of such waste harmful to the
environment is discarded to
nature intact.
Plastic waste alone amounts

2.1 billion tons
Amount of waste thrown
away worldwide every
year
to 9 billion tons worldwide,
but only 9 percent of it is being
recycled.
Therefore, many countries
direct efforts to recycling waste
which is the main polluter of
ecological environment.
A power plant that generates
electricity by incinerating 547
500 tons of household rubbish a
year started operating in China’s
Xiamen last year.
Construction
waste
and
leftovers are being reprocessed
in Beijing, Shanghai, Zhejiang
and Hunan provinces and
other areas of the country, and
wrapping paper, plastic chairs
and various other goods are
being made from procured

waste in Lanzhou of Gansu
Province.
Can Tho in Vietnam plans to
collect all solid rubbish from
families to use in producing
energy and organic fertilizer.
A power station in the city
generates electric power by
reprocessing about 70 percent
of daily collected solid waste.
The Thai government worked
out a plan for extracting rareearth metals from industrial
and household waste and using
them in the high-tech industry.
It directs deep attention to
reusing discarded electronic
waste amounting to 500 000
tons annually.
Besides, different countries
enacted laws on dealing with
solid waste and protecting
environment with an eye to
disposing of and recycling waste
and they are being enforced
under the strict supervision of
their governments.
In-depth scientific research

is also being conducted for
recycling.
Kenyan researchers succeeded
in making with plastic waste
different colours of bricks and
paving blocks that are two times
harder than concrete.
Researchers of a country
developed a technology of
making concrete which is harder
and has a longer serviceable
life than common concrete with
a material made by recycling
every relevant waste from
disposable cup to construction
debris.
Other recycling research
achievements that are being
introduced include the method of
making a road building material,
which is highly resistant to
external influence, by mixing
used tyres and debris from
construction process and the
method of producing building
materials with mud and muck.
KCNA
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Briefly
Cuba
President stresses need to
boost TMT
Cuban President Miguel
Diaz-Canel
tweeted
on
May 19 that posts and
telecommunications should
depend on science and
technology and innovations
more than any other fields.
He called on officials and
technicians in the sector
to solve all problems in
an innovative manner by
completely relying on science
and technology.
Palestine
Israel to be brought to ICJ
Palestinian
President
Mahmud Abbas said at an
emergency videoconference
of the Arab parliament on
May 19 that Israel’s military
attacks on the Gaza Strip has
continued for ten days, causing
heavy casualties among the
Palestinians.
Saying he would take
the Israeli authorities to the
International Court of Justice,
he noted that the Palestinian
government would do its
best to stop the moves of
aggression in the West Bank
and East al-Quds as well as
the Gaza Strip.
Russia
Intelligence chief slams
Western sanctions
The director of the Russian
external intelligence agency
in a recent interview with the
BBC said that his country
regards the West’s sanctions
as illegal, aggressive and
hostile acts.
He
warned
that
if
necessary Russia would take
countermeasures against the
unfriendly acts of Western
countries.
Japan
Women suicides soar
According to the information
released by the Ministry of
Welfare and Labour and the
National Police Agency of
Japan, the number of suicides
committed in April across the
country amounted to 1 799, or
a 19 percent increase as against
the same month last year.
Self-murderers increased by
37 percent among women.
Antarctica
Iceberg parts
According to the European
Space Agency, an iceberg
which is about 170 kilometres
long and 25 kilometres wide and
has an area of over 4 000 square
kilometres broke away from
continental glacier of Antarctica
on May 19.
Experts asserted that a rapid
rise in temperature was observed
in the Antarctic circle in the past
few decades, which might be the
cause of the frequent separation
of icebergs.
THE PYONGYANG TIMES
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ANTI-TOBACCO

More and more people eager to quit smoking
Smoking control gets stricter

PAK KWANG HUN

A consultation service is provided for a man who wants to
quit smoking at the Tobacco Cessation Centre.

There has been growing trend
for quitting smoking in the DPRK
since the adoption of the smoking
prohibition law last year.
“It is noticeable that more and
more people volunteer to quit
smoking,” said Ri Hui Gyong,
head of the Tobacco Cessation
Centre.
The anti-smoking activity is
not a technical matter confined
to individuals, but mass work
that should be undertaken
by every citizen, she said,
adding that gone are the days
when tobacco was regarded as
belonging to luxury goods or as
a show or diversion.
Photos showing such smoking-

related illnesses as spontaneous
gangrene, lip cancer and cataract
and printed matter are put up at
smoking places to inform people
of the harmfulness of smoking
and encourage them to take an
active part in smoking cessation
activities.
“The printed matter telling
about the harm of smoking is
so edifying I made up my mind
to give up smoking,” said Kim
Un Chol living in Taedonggang
District, Pyongyang.
He said he started smoking
when young to show off himself
as a grown-up, but now he
would quit it to show that he is
a real adult.

In the past, various
antismoking activities
were conducted in the
country according to
the Law on Tobacco
Control of the DPRK.
Information
activities have been
intensified, including
the
compulsory
addition of warning
messages about the
dangers of smoking
onto cigarette packets,
while various means
that would help people
give up smoking were
developed, such as
antismoking pills and
sticking plasters.
However, they only
had limited impacts
on regular and heavy
smokers.

“Since
the
enactment
of
the
smoking prohibition
law of the DPRK last
year, an antismoking
atmosphere has been
enlivened and the
smoking
control
has become stricter
throughout
the
society,” said Ri Hui
Gyong, head of the
Tobacco
Cessation
Centre.
The law consists of
31 articles that stipulate
rules for strengthening
the legal and social
control
over
the
production and sales of
tobacco and smoking
as well as regulations
that all organizations,
corporate bodies and

Among
the
increasing
numbers of visitors to the
Tobacco Cession Centre there
are not only the smokers who
want to stop smoking, but also
the non-smokers who want to
help their smoking husbands
and children quit it.
The centre also sells the
smoke-quitters’ nutrition pill

citizens should observe
in that regard.
According to the
law,
smoking
is
prohibited in public
places, commercial,
public-catering
and
welfare
service
amenities and places
with the risk of fire
and explosion as well
as childcare facilities
and educational and
medical
institutions
which had already
been set as no-smoking
areas, and any citizen
or organization that
breaks the law will be
fined.
It also makes sure
that tobacco is sold
only at licensed retail
outlets so as to restrict

conductive to beating nicotine
addiction, honey locust tea,
drink made from Amur cork
and Sophora angustifolia and
various other smoking cessation
products and health foods and
distributes the no-tobacco sign,
notices and various health
warning pictures.
“All the people are required

the sales.
On the other hand,
it requires central
healthcare institutions
and tobacco cessation
agencies to establish
a tobacco cessation
service system all
across the country and
society and to provide
the service in various
ways such as publicity
campaign, consultation
and treatment.
In the past, the fine
was not encouraged as a
means of legal sanctions
and the amount was
trivial, if any.
However, the fine
has become a powerful
mode of control for
smoking prohibition in
the new law.

to take an active part in smoking
cessation activities for their
own health, harmony of their
families and the building of
civilized society in keeping
with the increasing trend for
smoking cessation,” said Kim
Ok Rim, doctor at the centre.
By Kwon Hyo Song PT

RESORT

Scenery of Mt Ryongak

The name of Mt Ryongak
derives from its shape that
seems to be a dragon soaring up
to the sky.
The mountain is 293 metres
above sea level and has deep
valleys in all directions. Its
ridges are craggy with lots of
protruding rocks. And there
are precipitous cliffs on the
northeastern slope.
“There is a nearly 100-metrelong steep rock ridge on the
mountain, which can be said to
be a unique natural spectacle
of the mountain. Therefore,
many climbers frequent it,” said
Ri Song Hui, manager of the
Ryongaksan recreation ground
management station.
Mt Ryongak is now covered
with all kinds of flowers and

thick with foliage.
In the forests of luxuriant pines
and oaks there are such rare
trees as harlequin glorybower
and autumn elaeagnus.
To the mountain with
hundreds of species of plants,
students come to collect such
rare plants as pipsissewa.
“As we’ve had plenty of rain
this spring, plants grow more
healthily and valleys have more
water than previously, with
springs gushing larger quantities
of water, which adds more
beauty to the scenery of the
mountain,” said the manager.
Its natural beauty is enhanced
by such animals as roe deer,
squirrel and chipmunk and all
kinds of birds twittering here
and there.

Such historical sites as Pobun
Hermitage and Ryonggok
School were repainted during
the April national heritage
protection period, and they
evoke a romantic mood in the
mountain in spring.
Located at the foot of the
mountain in good harmony with
the beautiful mountain scenery
are the Pyongyang Municipal
Sanatorium for War Veterans and
Mangyongdae Children’s Camp.
“Mt Ryongak is an ideal
tourist resort for urban natureseekers as it commands a
panorama of Pyongyang and the
view of the countryside, while
providing fresh air in nature,”
said Ri Song Hui.
By Han Kwi Hun PT

RYU KWANG HYOK

Pobun Hermitage (left) and a dragon sculpture go well with the scenery on Mt Ryongak in the
suburbs of Pyongyang.

Address: Sochon-dong, Sosong District, Pyongyang

A lunar eclipse is observed across the DPRK on May 26.

Workshops for coaches, referees
The sports associations of the
DPRK recently offered practical
workshops.
A 2021 IWF workshop for
coaches and referees was run at
the Weightlifting Gymnasium
on Pyongyang’s Chongchun
Street.
It drew over 30 international
weightlifting referees and
coaches in the DPRK.
A practical workshop for
wrestling coaches and referees
was held at the Badminton
Gymnasium on Chongchun
Street, with some 50 coaches
and referees in attendance.
It dealt with problems arising

in refereeing according to
the rules of games and others
that coaches must know for
instructing and giving training
to players at ordinary times.
A professional workshop for
football referees was held at
Nampho Stadium.
It brought together soccer
referees and football coaches
and instructors of sports clubs
and juvenile sports schools in
Nampho and the city football
school.
The workshops drew deep
interest of the participants.
By Kim Kum Myong PT
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